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CHURCH AND STATE IN BOURBON MEXICO: THE DIOCESE OF MICHOA CAN,

1749-1810. By David A. Brading. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press 1994. Pp. 300. $59.95. ISBN: 0-521-46092-I.
David A. Brading is a winner of the prestigious Bolton Prize,
awarded for outstanding work in English on Latin American history; he
taught at the University of California at Berkeley and Yale, and has been
a reader in Latin American History at Cambridge since 1973. He served
as director of Cambridge's Centre for Latin American Studies for many
years, and is widely recognized as one of the most influential twentiethcentury scholars in Mexican history.' This work is the third in a trilogy
on colonial Mexico under the reign of the Spanish Bourbon kings.2 In
the preface, Brading explains that the book had its genesis in 1979, when
he first visited Church archives in Morelia, the capital of the Mexican
state of Michoacin and the seat of the diocese of Michoacin. Occupied
with his work on several other books, Brading was unable to return to
the Morelia archives until 1990. In the interim, local historians had
begun to examine the archival records. Brading concluded that he could
best contribute to these efforts by framing "a general account of the
church in Michoacin in the second half of the eighteenth century." (xii)
Religion. Politics. Money. Sex. In this book Brading examines all
of these topics, and more, as he surveys the state of the Catholic Church
in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries in one of Mexico's most
important dioceses. This work is required reading for anyone with an
interest in the history of the Catholic Church in Mexico. The
information Brading presents is also useful for scholars interested in the
history of race, gender, and language in Mexico. The reader who is
unfamiliar with Mexican colonial history will likely be challenged by
those portions of the text in which the author assumes the reader's
familiarity with this history. The author's use of anecdotes and
narratives, however, makes the work accessible to the non-expert and
engages the reader.
1. Dr. Brading is among the historians profiled in Enrique Florescano, Laura Emilia
Pacheco, & Ricardo Prez Monfort, Historiadoresde Mdxico en el siglo XX (Consejo Nacional
para la Cultura y las Artes y el Fondo de Cultura Econ6mica 1995).
2. Miners and Merchants in Bourbon Mexico (Cambridge U. Press 1971) and Haciendas
and Ranchos in the Mexican Bajio (Cambridge U. Press 1978) were the first two works in the
trilogy.
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The book is divided into three parts. Part I examines the religious
orders. Part II describes the diocesan clergy, lay confraternities, and
popular devotional practices. The last part of the book looks at the
diocesan hierarchy, the diocese's income, and the role of the clergy in
the struggle for Mexican independence from Spain.
Brading begins by summarizing the themes he explores in greater
detail in the remainder of the book. (3-9) At the beginning of the
eighteenth century the Mexican church was experiencing spiritual
renewal; the wealth and power of the religious orders and church
bureaucracy were growing. After the pain and conflict of the Spanish
conquest, the population of New Spain had created its own forms of
spirituality and worship that maintained the framework of European
Catholicism but also incorporated the cultural influences of the
indigenous and African populations. The Church in New Spain,
described by Brading as "post-Tridentine baroque Catholicism," was
flourishing.
The mood in Spain, on the other hand, was quite different. Charles
II, the last of the Hapsburg kings, died childless in 1700. His chosen
successor, Philip V, was the first Bourbon king. Spain suffered a
number of defeats on the battlefield and at the diplomatic table in the
first years of the eighteenth century. The Bourbon kings implemented
reforms in an attempt to once again make Spain the most powerful
kingdom in Europe, and the Bourbons the most powerful of kings. In
implementing these reforms, the Bourbon kings tolerated no opposition,
and thereby earned the sobriquet of enlightened despots. Dr. Brading
describes the effects in Mexico of the reform efforts. Assuming the
reader's familiarity with the history of the Spanish Bourbon dynasty, he
never discusses why these reform efforts were launched.
One of the key reforms sought by the Bourbon Crown was a
reduction in the influence, power, and wealth of the Church. In 1767,
Charles IlI ordered the expulsion of the Jesuits from New Spain. The
reaction in the diocese of Michoacin-which then included the modem
central Mexican states of Michoacdn, San Luis Potosi, Guanajuato, and
Colima-was immediate. Riots broke out among the population, which
were brutally suppressed by the royal authorities. Prior to the expulsion
of the Jesuits, the Crown ordered that the churches operated since the
sixteenth century by the mendicant orders (the Franciscans, Dominicans,
and Augustinians) be turned over to the secular (diocesan) clergy. The
number of novices permitted in the mendicant orders was reduced, and
the orders were restricted to urban ministry or to missionary activity in
frontier regions-including the states of Texas, California, and Arizona.
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In the 1780s, the Crown turned its attention to the Mexican bishops
and their cathedral chapters. The administration of the ecclesiastical
tithe on agricultural production, which had always been under the
control of the bishops, was transferred to provincial juntas under the
control of the Crown. In the 1790s, the clergy were stripped of their
absolute immunity from the jurisdiction of the royal courts, and began to
be taxed. The Consolidation decree of 1804, which required that all
church capital be deposited in the royal treasury, was the final insult, for
it threatened the only source of credit for the economy of New Spain.
The repeated attacks on the Mexican church and clergy led priests who
had previously shared the Spanish Crown's desire for reform to question
the competence of a royal bureaucracy that seemed to know little, and
understand even less, about Mexico. In 1810 a priest from the diocese
of Michoacin, Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla called the population to rebel
against Spanish domination in his famous grito. Yet another priest from
Michoacdn, Jos6 Maria Morelos, led the Insurgency in central and
southern Mexico. The city of Morelia-called Valladolid during the
colonial era-changed its name in honor of Father Morelos in 1828.
This study of the diocese of Michoacdn thus serves to illuminate
events that reverberated throughout Mexico. Brading's careful review
of the church archives has yielded numerous anecdotes that illustrate the
themes he presents and hold the reader's attention. Each chapter begins
with detailed anecdotes and concludes with brief summaries of the
themes these anecdotes exemplify.
The book, while of interest to more than the specialist in Mexican
history, is likely to be challenging at first for the general reader.
Brading assumes that the reader is familiar with the organization of the
Spanish colonial bureaucracy, the intricacies of the hierarchy of the
Catholic Church, and Mexican geography. Most readers would benefit
by first reading Chapters 9 and 10, which describe the diocesan
hierarchy. Some terms will still, however, remain a mystery until the
reader encounters the author's explanation in the text. Brading, for
example, refers to beaterias early in the book, but he does not explain
until much later in the book that a beateria was a community of pious
women who, unlike nuns, did not swear any solemn vows but promised
to observe the community's rule of life. (97) Explanations of the
Spanish colonial bureaucracy also are scattered throughout the book.
Thus, while the reader will understand the structure of the Spanish
colonial government after finishing the book, the uninitiated may have
some difficulty following portions of Brading's narrative.
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The misspelling of place names will distract the knowledgeable
reader. The text refers to the state of "Narayit," rather than Nayarit. (69)
Morelia's beautiful Santa Catarina Convent is referred to as "Santa
Caterina." (87) Mexico City's famous Jesuit college, San Ildefonso
becomes "San Ildenfonso." (112)
Legal academics are likely to be a bit frustrated because the text
repeatedly gives examples of the important role of the Church in the
Spanish colonial legal system, and of the hyper-legalism of the Church
bureaucracy during this era, but never examines these issues. Similarly,
those interested in race, gender, and language in colonial Mexico will
find a wealth of issues raised in the text but never examined. The author
himself describes the book as having "a more introductory character"
than did the first two books in this trilogy. (xii) The new generation of
historians, many of whom are exploring issues of race and gender
overlooked or downplayed by traditional scholarship, will find much to
build on here.
Brading has written a marvelous introduction to the relationship
between the institutions of the Catholic Church and the Spanish Crown
in the last part of the colonial era in Mexico. Anyone interested in the
history of Mexico, regardless of expertise in the field, will enjoy reading
the conclusion of Dr. Brading's trilogy on Bourbon Mexico.
Jos6 Roberto Judrez, Jr.t

t

Professor of Law, St. Mary's University School of Law, San Antonio, Texas.

